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NEWSLETTER NO 85

Dear Members, 

My abject apologies for being so late with sending you this newsletter and the programme for the next quarter.  We have had great difficulty getting people to respond and confirm dates when we may take tours to places and that has meant juggling things around. We still have one unconfirmed tour proposal – on public transport, the often reviled BRT which has done stout service ferrying visitors to and from the soccer venues. We are holding thumbs it will be permitted and Eira is holding on the line in the hope that someone will answer our calls. 

With the AGM coming up very soon we are looking for new enthusiasts to join the team of tour leaders and the Board of Management. Marketing skills and a treasurer remain in short supply. The cheery news is that finally our auditors approved our financial accounts which were submitted to last year’s AGM.  Of course you all needed the re-assurance that we are not fiddling the books. Probably more importantly you needed to know that we remain in the black.

Other big events are that we’ll be launching a book that is long overdue publication. The War Diary of Isabelle Lipp. The War means the Anglo Boer War of 1899-1902 and we have the great honour of publishing this primary source. Den Adams has spent time on editing, selecting photographs, visiting the farm where she lived after her Johannesburg experiences and hours pouring over the manuscript and the typescript she had made herself.  

AND we are launching “The Johannesburg Heritage Journal” which will be a collection of original research on buildings, people and events in the history of the City. We will publish on-line and print not more than 50 copies. Printed copies will come at a price – printing cost plus 15% and postage.  William Gaul is editing the Journal and hopes the first one will stimulate many more articles. 

This is also the season for trips out of town. The Tour to Limpopo planned for August was so oversubscribed that David Forrest has very generously organised another weekend comprising the same itinerary – World Heritage Site, a graveyard with a view, Breaker Morant and the lovely scenery up to Louis Trichardt, ending with a tiny pub in a very big baobab tree.  Please let your friends know that non-members  

are welcome.

The bad news is that we have lost the most iconic of all our headgears Village Main shaft which stood just south the M2 so that thousands of people saw it daily. It still had its winder house and lamp house and even some mine dumps nearby. It was cut up for scrap metal, collapsed and killed a man who was pinioned against the concrete wall. 
We are the City of the World Cup, but somehow we forgot to mention the City of Gold. That headgear was a reminder that cost the Council and the Johannesburg Tourism Company not one penny. It wasn’t sexy like the Miss World competition, but then we didn’t spend R90 million on it. Perhaps if we had we might still have this vital symbol of our beginnings to remind the world of our mining past. 

Another, but much smaller heritage building has bitten the dust. This was the old Naval Base on Wemmer Pan, INSIDE Pioneer Park. After the Navy had been moved out the Sea scouts used the building, but no one notices vandals breaking buildings apart so now the Sea Scouts need a new home and Pioneer Park has added another criminal case to the books. 

Except of course the police don’t regard this as a crime. 

Rissik Street Post Office. It is seven months since the fire and there has been no response from the Executive Mayor to our letter, the findings of the inquiry have not been published, and the heritage architect appointed to report on what is left has and how best to retain it, protect it and secure the site has also not completed his work. 

So our legal advisers are still working on the case and if we have no satisfactory commitment from the City to restore the building we shall meet them in court. 

SO PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU HAVE PAID YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND REMEMBER DONATIONS ARE A LIFELINE FOR HERITAGE CONSERVATION. 

See you on the tours, 

Flo Bird

Chairman
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