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NEWSLETTER NO 85

Dear Members, 

My abject apologies for being so late with sending you this newsletter and the programme for the next quarter.  We have had great difficulty getting people to respond and confirm dates when we may take tours to places and that has meant juggling things around. We still have one unconfirmed tour proposal – on public transport, the often reviled BRT which has done stout service ferrying visitors to and from the soccer venues. We are holding thumbs it will be permitted and Eira is holding on the line in the hope that someone will answer our calls. 

With the AGM coming up very soon we are looking for new enthusiasts to join the team of tour leaders and the Board of Management. Marketing skills and a treasurer remain in short supply. The cheery news is that finally our auditors approved our financial accounts which were submitted to last year’s AGM.  Of course you all needed the re-assurance that we are not fiddling the books. Probably more importantly you needed to know that we remain in the black.

Other big events are that we’ll be launching a book that is long overdue publication. The War Diary of Isabelle Lipp. The War means the Anglo Boer War of 1899-1902 and we have the great honour of publishing this primary source. Den Adams has spent time on editing, selecting photographs, visiting the farm where she lived after her Johannesburg experiences and hours pouring over the manuscript and the typescript she had made herself.  

AND we are launching “The Johannesburg Heritage Journal” which will be a collection of original research on buildings, people and events in the history of the City. We will publish on-line and print not more than 50 copies. Printed copies will come at a price – printing cost plus 15% and postage.  William Gaul is editing the Journal and hopes the first one will stimulate many more articles. 

This is also the season for trips out of town. The Tour to Limpopo planned for August was so oversubscribed that David Forrest has very generously organised another weekend comprising the same itinerary – World Heritage Site, a graveyard with a view, Breaker Morant and the lovely scenery up to Louis Trichardt, ending with a tiny pub in a very big baobab tree.  Please let your friends know that non-members  

are welcome.

The bad news is that we have lost the most iconic of all our headgears Village Main shaft which stood just south the M2 so that thousands of people saw it daily. It still had its winder house and lamp house and even some mine dumps nearby. It was cut up for scrap metal, collapsed and killed a man who was pinioned against the concrete wall. 
We are the City of the World Cup, but somehow we forgot to mention the City of Gold. That headgear was a reminder that cost the Council and the Johannesburg Tourism Company not one penny. It wasn’t sexy like the Miss World competition, but then we didn’t spend R90 million on it. Perhaps if we had we might still have this vital symbol of our beginnings to remind the world of our mining past. 

Another, but much smaller heritage building has bitten the dust. This was the old Naval Base on Wemmer Pan, INSIDE Pioneer Park. After the Navy had been moved out the Sea scouts used the building, but no one notices vandals breaking buildings apart so now the Sea Scouts need a new home and Pioneer Park has added another criminal case to the books. 

Except of course the police don’t regard this as a crime. 

Rissik Street Post Office. It is seven months since the fire and there has been no response from the Executive Mayor to our letter, the findings of the inquiry have not been published, and the heritage architect appointed to report on what is left has and how best to retain it, protect it and secure the site has also not completed his work. 

So our legal advisers are still working on the case and if we have no satisfactory commitment from the City to restore the building we shall meet them in court. 

SO PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU HAVE PAID YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND REMEMBER DONATIONS ARE A LIFELINE FOR HERITAGE CONSERVATION. 

See you on the tours, 

Flo Bird

Chairman

THIRD QUARTER TOUR PROGRAMME

JULY TO SEPTEMBER, 2010

NB :   THE PARKTOWN AND WESTCLIFF HERITAGE TRUST IS NOT LIABLE FOR ANY LOSS OR DAMAGE CAUSED TO ANY PERSON OR TO THEIR PROPERTY.  YOU JOIN THESE TOURS AT YOUR OWN RISK!

THIS IS JO’BURG – BE ADVENTUROUS!
DURATION OF ALL TOURS IS APPROXIMATELY 2 to 2½ HOURS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.
JULY

WALKING TOUR

‘MOUNTAIN VIEW’

SATURDAY, 10th JULY 


A tour of Sacred Heart College founded by Marists Brothers in 1889 and which moved to this old farm site in 1924. This is one of Johannesburg’s historic schools and the first to break the Apartheid laws in 1977 by admitting pupils regardless of race. The principal, Colin Northmoor, will lead us around the old buildings.  We walk across the playing fields to a grand house in Young Avenue which was the home in exile of the Reza Shah Pavlavi from 1942 until his death in 1944. Lastly we visit The Cross Bath House, a distinctive, exquisitely detailed and very personal achievement, in Ridge Road.  If we have time we will walk to a Herbert Baker house a little further away.
TOUR LEADERS
: 
Alkis Doucakis and Flo Bird

STARTING TIME
: 
14h00

MEET AND PARK
:
In the grounds of Sacred Heart College, Eckstein Street,
Observatory.  Come early - from 1.00 pm, and be treated to a cup of coffee in the Coffee Shop and the pleasure of meeting members and friends. 

COST


: 
R60 per member 

MAX No

:
30
PLEASE NOTE:  THIS IS A MEMBERS ONLY TOUR AND MUST BE BOOKED THROUGH THE OFFICE.  
NUMBERS ARE STRICTLY LIMITED TO 30 MEMBERS ONLY.

Phone Eira on 011 482-3349, fax 011 482-7807 or e-mail parktown@intekom.co.za   If you are paying on the day please bring the right amount of money as Flo hates giving change.  

WALKING TOUR
‘WANOOKA AND ITS NEIGHBOURS’
SATURDAY, 17th JULY 
This is a chance to see Wanooka which has recently been restored and renovated for KPMG to stunning and impressive effect, winning KPMG an award from SAPOA.   Nicknamed the Railway House because it housed the General Manager of SAR & H for many years, the history of its survival when all around were being demolished is in itself important. Brendan Hunkin, the architect responsible for this work will lead us through both old and new.  A brisk walk takes us to Parktown Boys High School, a Provincial Heritage Site, and then along St David’s Place to Outeniqua and Eikenlaan (Mike’s Kitchen) before returning to Wanooka.

TOUR LEADERS
: 
William Gaul and Alex Parker

STARTING TIME
: 
14h00 
PARK
:
In the visitors parking of KPMG in St Andrew’s Road 

corner Albany Road, Parktown

COST


:
R60 for members and R80 for non-members

MAX No

:
40
-----oOo-----
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SATURDAY, 24th JULY

VILLA ARCADIA

AT 2.00 PM

This is a very special occasion not only because we’ll enjoy Lady Phillips’ lovely old home and the exciting artworks in Hollard’s collection but we’ll be launching 
THE WAR DIARY OF ISABELLE LIPP

Isabelle was the wife of a bank manager, one of the very few British subjects permitted to remain in Johannesburg after the declaration of war in 1899. She confided in her diary her fears for family and friends, her sorrows as the Boer forces triumphed in Natal, Kimberley and Mafeking and the state of Johannesburg barricaded and empty of entertainment and wealth, suffering food shortages and desperate poverty.  She sympathised with her Boer neighbours when British victories were mentioned in the Standard and Diggers News, but was also ready to understand the deprivations of her black house servant and slip him the occasional whiskey her husband had been hoarding! 

Den Adams, who edited the diary and found all the photographs which illustrate it, will talk about the work and research behind it all. Special thanks go to Ingrid Staude-Griessel and Ann Fraser of Wordsworth who have handled all layout and design as well as managing the printing.

The War Diary of Isabelle Lipp will be on sale for R170. 
NB:
FOR CATERING PURPOSES PLEASE ADVISE EIRA ON 011 482-3349 AS TO WHETHER YOU WILL BE ATTENDING

WALKING TOUR
‘CITADELS OF COMMERCE’

Johannesburg’s Warehouse district
SATURDAY, 31ST JULY 

It is hard to believe that these grand and stately buildings were warehouses for some of our most successful merchants, imports and exports of a wide range of goods.  They are not as well-respected today and the surroundings can be rather grimy, but nothing can disguise the solid dignity of the massive stone plinths, scrolled pediments and classical cornices. Elephant Trading, Jaggers and Mosenthals, Danziger Brothers, Nunnerly’s Building – furs, fashion, furniture – all that the upwardly mobile citizens could desire. 

TOUR LEADERS
:
Brian McKechnie and Candice Keeling
STARTING TIME
:
14h00
PARK
:
In the parking garage of Lister Buildings. The entrance is
In Bree Street, at the corner of Smal Street 

DIRECTIONS
:
Drive into town on the Queen Elizabeth Bridge and turn left 
into Bree Street.  Stay in the middle lane until you reach 
Eloff Street.  Move over to the right-hand lane crossing von 
Brandis and Kruis.  Watch out for the parking sign and turn immediately into the Lister Building’s parking garage where Brian and Candice will meet you.  
COST


:
R60 for members   R80 non –members
MAX No

:
40
-----oOo-----
AUGUST

NO TOURS ON THE LONG WEEKEND – 7th TO 9th AUGUST 

NATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
-----oOo-----
FRIDAY, 13th TO SUNDAY 15th AUGUST - TOUR TO LIMPOPO
First Group leave  
-----oOo-----

BUS TOUR
‘CATCHING THE BRT’

 ELLIS PARK TO ORLANDO

SATURDAY, 14th AUGUST
This is a chance to use the new bus system which has served the World Cup visitors very well apart from the odd glitch.  It traverses such interesting parts of the city rich in history so our guides will be keeping you informed.  When we reach Orlando there will be a one-hour walkabout before returning to Ellis Park.
TOUR LEADERS
: 
Raymond Cardoso and Silas Raseala
STARTING TIME
: 
13h30 – PLEASE NOTE EARLY STARTING TIME
PARK
:
In the public parking off Bertrams Road as close to the 
BRT station as you can find.
COST
:
R80 per member and R100 per non-members - includes 

bus fare but not parking.
MAX No

:
40
TO BE CONFIRMED WITH THE BUS RAPID TRANSPORT AUTHORITY WHEN SOMEONE ANSWERS A TELEPHONE!!

-----oOo-----
FRIDAY, 27th TO SUNDAY 29th AUGUST – TOUR TO LIMPOPO
Second group leave
-----oOo-----

SEPTEMBER

11th to 12th SEPTEMBER
PARKTOWN & WESTCLIFF HERITAGE WEEKEND
DON’T MISS THESE TOURS OF PARKTOWN AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE THE LOVELY SPRING GARDENS AND ENJOY THE SPLENDID VIEWS ACROSS JOHANNESBURG AS IT BLOSSOMS
-----oOo-----

WALKING TOUR

‘THE OLD GENERAL HOSPITAL’

Mixing medicine and architecture – a potent brew
SATURDAY, 18th SEPTEMBER

From the first operating theatre which became the butcher’s shop to the old wards, the nurses home and some wonderful Gordon Leith buildings, the old Joburg Gen boasts some really fascinating and beautiful buildings.  We were not able to get in the last time we tried, but the buildings are being restored by the Reproductive Health Unit (RHRU) and adapted for new uses so now our interest in this heritage is welcomed. .

TOUR LEADERS
:
Val Hammerton (she trained as a Nursing Sister at the 

Gen)  and Flo Bird

PARK: 
:
Esselen Street, Hillbrow
TIME
:
2.00 pm - 4.15pm
COST
:
R60 for members and R80 for non-members
MAX No
:
40
-----oOo-----

· PLEASE NOTE THAT BOOKING FOR ALL TOURS IS AT COMPUTICKET UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED i.e 10th JULY MOUNTAIN VIEW TOUR.  YOU CAN BOOK EITHER AT A COMPUTICKET OUTLET OR ON-LINE.  

· FOR INTERNET BOOKINGS USE THE ADDRESS: www.computicket.com
· FOR COMPUTICKET TELEPHONE BOOKINGS: (011) 340-8000

· TOURS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

· WHEN BOOKING TICKETS, PLEASE USE EXACT NAME OF TOUR AS IT APPEARS ON THE PROGRAMME

· FOR QUERIES CONTACT OFFICE ON TEL NO (011) 482-3349 (WEEKDAYS AM – 1PM)
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